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Please note ï it is not a statutory requirement to produce this document. However, we believe it 

is helpful to the local and national education system that this data is openly shared. The accuracy 

of school place planning is dependent on a multitude of demographic and economic factors, all of 

which are beyond our control. We therefore ask the reader to accept that all projections provided 

are a best estimate based on current data at the time of publication. 

Introduction 

This document sets out the local authorityôs main legal duties and powers in relation to current and 

future school place provision. It is intended for use as a guidance document to support both the 

local authority and education providers in detailing where places are available and in planning 

where additional places need to be secured.  

As a result of significant demographic growth and despite substantial capital investment in 

numerous schemes over each of the past few years, this document continues to show a projected 

shortage of school place provision in a number of areas across the borough, particularly in the 

secondary sector. It sets out the process for expanding existing provision and opening new 

provision to address these gaps, and lists the areas and schemes where we are already securing 

additional places. 

The information provided in this document may change, not least as a result of policy or funding 

announcements by the Department for Education. 

Comments and feedback about this document are welcomed and can be sent to 

sufficiencyandaccess@milton-keynes.gov.uk. 

 
 

mailto:sufficiencyandaccess@milton-keynes.gov.uk
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Key Statistics 

× 7,600 new homes committed to deliver within Plan:MK 

× Population expected to increase by over 38,000 in the next 10 years 

× 1,500 new homes within Central Milton Keynes, 1,000 new homes within South East 

Milton Keynes, 600 new homes within Eaton Leys   

The growth of Milton Keynes 
 

Planned growth 

The Milton Keynes Core Strategy was adopted by the council in 2013 and is the principal spatial 

plan for the borough. The scale and complexity of development covered in the Milton Keynes Core 

Strategy dwarfs most other Local Plans in the country. It sets out the vision of how the borough will 

be in the year 2026 and how the council intends to get there. It provides the objectives and strategy 

for development of the borough and identifies the major areas where growth and change will take 

place. 

Plan:MK, which is expected to be adopted in 2019, will replace the remaining planning policies kept 

from the Milton Keynes Local Plan (adopted December 2005) and the Milton Keynes Core Strategy, 

and become part of the Development Plan to be used in the determination of planning applications 

within the borough. Plan:MK will be the new Local Plan for Milton Keynes up to 2031 and will set out 

a vision and development strategy for the future of the Borough.  

 

The emerging Plan:MK evidences the continued growth set to take place in Milton Keynes, with 

sites for a further 7,600 new homes identified. Whilst the location of these sites range from urban to 

rural, the need for new infrastructure remains a key issue. For all Strategic Urban Extensions listed 

within Plan:MK, the indicative education needs are detailed. The Education Sufficiency and Access 

service will continue to be involved in the plan making process to ensure that the needs of future 

residents of Milton Keynes are met. It is also beneficial for all parties to establish a school place 

planning strategy during the masterplanning stage of these sites so that the service requirements do 

not impact on viability at a later stage. 
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Pupil demographics 
 

Since 2013, the pupil population has increased by 5,324 children which represents a 14% increase.  

Despite a drop in births in 2013/14 of approx. 250 births (Annex A), the pupil cohort is expected to 

continue to grow for the foreseeable future due to the pupil yield from new housing. 

 
 
Figure 1: Total number of primary and secondary mainstream pupils, 2008 to 2018 (excluding post-16, special schools 

and alternative education) 
 

The table below shows that recent growth has focused on primary year groups, particularly years R 

to 5.  The growth in the primary phase will naturally progress through to the secondary phase in the 

coming years. 

 

 
Figure 2: Total number of pupils in each year group, October 2018 (excluding post-16, special schools and alternative 

education) 
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Provision of new school places 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Despite the current diversity of the school system, including the more recent addition of non-

maintained academies and free schools, the council continues to be responsible for ensuring that 

every child living in Milton Keynes is able to access a school place.  

However, this duty sits alongside the increasing number of self-governed academies, multi-

academy trusts and free schools and therefore the role of the council is to work in partnership with 

all education providers. 

If, as part of its planning to fulfil this duty, the council identifies that there is a significant change to 

a school required, such as expansion or change of age range, it is required to follow separate legal 

processes, depending on the type of school to which the change would apply. 

Funding to commission new school places 

 

To support the sufficiency statutory duty, the council is allocated ñBasic Needò funding. This is 

allocated to the council for all types of school, including academies. The amount provided is 

generated by the completion of the School Capacity Collection which each council is required to 

complete in July each year. 

When additional school places are opened, the local Schools Forum is able to determine that a 

proportion of the Dedicated Schools Grant is retained centrally in order to revenue fund those 

places in advance of the schoolôs budget. This enables schools to resource new places in a way 

which is timely, effective and maximises the chance of those places being of high quality. 

Local authorities are expected to negotiate financial contributions (known as Section 106 or 

Planning Obligations) from developers where new housing will mean that additional school places 

are required. Those contributions could be any or a combination of finance, land or buildings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Education Act 1996 legislated that local authorities should have regard to sections 13, 13A 

and 14 of the Education Act 1996 which require local authorities to: ensure that sufficient primary, 

secondary and further education is available to meet the needs of their population; ensure that 

their education functions are exercised with a view to promoting high standards; ensuring fair 

access to opportunity for education and learning, and promote the fulfilment of learning potential.  

This duty still stands. 

 

This section outlines the legal framework around the delivery of that duty. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/education/school-places
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Proposals to make significant changes (maintained schools) 

The following examples may be deemed to be a ósignificant changeô: 

¶ Enlargement of premises or expansion onto an additional site (or satellite site) 

¶ Reducing pupils numbers in mainstream schools 

¶ Change of age range or adding or removing a sixth form 

¶ Closing an additional site or transfer to a new site 

¶ Changes of category 

¶ Establishing, removing or altering SEN provision or changing types of need catered for by a 

special school 

¶ Boarding provision 

For proposals involving a significant change to existing maintained schools (community, voluntary 

controlled, voluntary aided and foundation) the council will need to work with the school(s) 

concerned and, if a proposal is agreed by the governing body, the council can propose this change 

itself. In so doing the council must have regard for the Department for Education (DfE) statutory 

guidance óMaking significant changes to maintained schoolsô, November 2018.  

These regulations are accompanied by óOpening and closing maintained schoolsô, November 2018 

which clearly outlines what must legally take place. The statutory process has four stages: 

 

 

Figure 4: Statutory process for making prescribed changes to maintained schools 

There is not a prescribed ópre-publicationô consultation period for significant changes but the 

guidance is clear that there is a strong expectation on councils to informally consult with interested 

Stage 1 
ωPublication - Statutory proposal published 

Stage 2 
ωRepresentation - must be four weeks as prescribed in regulations 

Stage 3 

ωDecision - the decision maker (usually the council) must decide proposals 
within 2 months of the end of the representation period 

Stage 4 
ωImplementation - by date specified in the statutory proposal 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/756328/Opening_and_Closing_maintained_schools_Guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/756328/Opening_and_Closing_maintained_schools_Guidance.pdf
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parties in developing their proposal prior to publication. It is best practice to consult during term 

time. 

Proposals to make significant changes (academies) 

For changes involving a significant change to an existing academy the council will need to work 

with the academy concerned but, if a proposal is agreed, the council is not able to propose this 

itself. Instead the academy must have regard for the DfE guidance óMaking significant changes to 

an open academy and closure by mutual agreementô, October 2018. This DfE guidance document 

provides advice to academy trusts on what they need to do to make a significant change (which in 

general has an impact on the number, type and / or location of school places) to an open academy 

and whether their proposal will need to follow the ófast trackô application or will require a full business 

case to be submitted to the Regional Schools Commissioner.  

 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/751304/Making_significant_changes_and_closure_academy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/751304/Making_significant_changes_and_closure_academy.pdf
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Establishing new provision 

 
When there is a need for establishing a new school in the local area, the local authority will run a 

free school presumption competition whereby new school proposers (academy trusts) are able to 

submit an application.   

 

The illustration below shows the process of establishing a new school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Who appraises the applicants and makes the final decision? 

Local authority recommends a provider to the DfE.  The Regional Schools Commissioner can 
agree with the recommendation or make their own choice 

What responsibilities does the LA have? 

Finds a site, provides funding, manages the build process, provides pre-opening costs and initial 
revenue funding 

Can the LA support a provider with their bid? 

No, but publicises the competition to all relevant providers 

Is the process open to all providers? 

Only to academy trusts or schools in the process of converting.  Promoted locally by the LA and 
advertised nationally by the DfE 

How is a scheme determined? 

LA specifies a geographic area, catchment, opening year, age range, nunber of places 

When can a competition be run? 

 Any time chosen by the LA  

Presumption Competition 
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Current plans for new provision 
 
This section outlines the current schemes in place to meet demand for new school places in Milton 

Keynes and clarifies the proposed governance where determined, the total number of places that 

will be provided by each scheme and the target opening date. Please note that for schools opening 

in new residential developments, it is recommended that places are opened on a phased basis in 

alignment with housing completions. 

 

Primary school places ï confirmed schemes (these schemes are currently underway) 

 

Location Eagle Farm, Wavendon 

Name St Mary's Wavendon CE Primary School 

Type Expansion and relocation to new site 

Size 525 additional places 

Governance Voluntary Controlled  

Date September 2019 

Status Confirmed 

 

 

Location Stony Stratford and Galley Hill 

Name St Mary & St Giles CofE School 

Type Expansion 

Size 120 junior places 

Governance Voluntary Aided 

Date September 2019 

Status Confirmed 

 

 

Secondary school places ï confirmed schemes (these schemes are currently underway) 

 

Location Western Expansion Area 

Name Watling Academy 

Type New school 

Size 1800 secondary places 

Governance Denbigh Alliance 

Date September 2020 

Status Confirmed 
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Primary school places ï unconfirmed schemes (these schemes are planned but may be subject to 

planning permission or the statutory consultation process) 

 

 
Location Glebe Farm, Wavendon 

Name To be confirmed 

Type New school 

Size 630 primary places 

Governance Subject to free-school competition 

Date 2022 (to be confirmed) 

Status Subject to planning permission 

 

 

Location Tickford Fields, Newport Pagnell 

Name To be confirmed 

Type New school 

Size 420 primary places 

Governance Subject to free-school competition 

Date 2022 (to be confirmed) 

Status Subject to planning permission 

 

 

Location Calverton Lane, Western Expansion Area 

Name To be confirmed 

Type New school 

Size 630 primary places 

Governance Subject to free-school competition 

Date 2022 (to be confirmed) 

Status Subject to planning permission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location Eaton Leys 

Name To be confirmed 

Type New school 

Size 210 primary places 

Governance Subject to free-school competition 

Date 2022 (to be confirmed) 

Status Subject to planning permission 
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Location South East Milton Keynes 

Name To be confirmed (SE Primary 1) 

Type New school 

Size 630 primary places 

Governance Subject to free-school competition 

Date 2022 (to be confirmed) 

Status Subject to planning permission 

Location South East Milton Keynes  

Name To be confirmed (SE Primary 2) 

Type New school 

Size 630 primary places 

Governance Subject to free-school competition 

Date 2025 (to be confirmed) 

Status Subject to planning permission 

Location Gravesend, Western Expansion Area 

Name To be confirmed 

Type New school 

Size 630 primary places 

Governance Subject to free-school competition 

Date 2025 (to be confirmed) 

Status Subject to planning permission 
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Secondary school places ï Unconfirmed schemes (these schemes are planned but may be 
subject to planning permission or the statutory consultation process) 
 
 

Location Glebe Farm, Wavendon 

Name To be confirmed 

Type New school 

Size 900 secondary places 

Governance Subject to free-school competition 

Date 2022 (to be confirmed) 

Status Subject to planning permission 

 
 

Location South East Milton Keynes 

Name To be confirmed 

Type New School 

Size 1050 secondary places 

Governance Subject to free-school competition 

Date 2025 (to be confirmed) 

Status Subject to planning permission 
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Special Educational Needs provision 

The needs of children and young people with an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) are met 

through a combination of mainstream, mainstream with enhanced resources (known as 

'departments') and special school provision.  

Stage Mainstream Special Total 

Early Years 14 23 37 

Key Stage 1 85 72 157 

Key Stage 2 186 239 425 

Key Stage 3 132 218 350 

Key Stage 4 83 142 225 

16+ Years 24 121 145 

Total 524 815 1339 

Figure 6:  Children with an EHCP (October 2018 School Census)  

 

There are six special schools in Milton Keynes: 

School 
Age 

Range 

Year 

Groups 
Specialism 

Romans Field 5 to 11 1 to 6 Behaviour, emotional and social difficulties 

Slated Row 4 to 19 R to 14 Moderate to complex learning difficulties 

Stephenson Academy 11 to 19 7 to 14 Mental health, emotional and social difficulties 

The Redway 
2 to 19 N to 14 Severe and profound multiple learning 

difficulties 

The Walnuts 4 to 19 R to 14 Severe social communication difficulties 

White Spire 5 to 19 1 to 14 Moderate to complex learning difficulties 

Figure 7:  Summary of special school provision 

As of October 2018, there were a total of 821 pupils attending the six special schools. Of that total, 

778 lived in Milton Keynes and 43 lived in other local authority areas.  
 

Place planning for the SEN sector 

Currently 1.7% of Milton Keynesô children and young people are educated in dedicated specialist 

provision which includes special schools, SEN departments within mainstream schools and out of 

county provision. We estimate an incremental increase in demand for specialist provision year-on-

year. There are two factors contributing to this predicted increase in specialist provision; an 

increase in children requiring specialist provision from early years settings as a result of increased 

complexity of need and a rise in the number of children and young people moving into Milton 

Keynes that require special school provision.  

Despite continued growth across Milton Keynes, no new special school has been provided since 

Milton Keynes became a unitary authority (1997) apart from the new build of the Autism Spectrum 

Disorder (ASD) provision at The Walnuts School, which was previously sited in Simpson. An 

increased focus on inclusion of SEN children within mainstream schools has meant that this has 

not been necessary until recently. Since opening its new provision near The Hazeley Academy, 
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The Walnuts School has expanded onto a second site in West Bletchley to cater for its infant 

phase and opened a third site in Galley Hill to accommodate their post-16 pupils. In September 

2016 The Redway School expanded their provision to offer an additional 40 places increasing the 

special school provision capacity to 796.  Slated Row School expanded onto a second campus at 

Kents Hill Park in January 2018, providing a further 50 places in the special school sector. 

Assessing the capacity of the special school place system is complex. There is no ónet capacityô 

assessment available as there is for the rest of the maintained mainstream system and no PAN is 

required by law. Instead, conversations have taken place with each of the six special schools to 

determine the maximum number of children that each school could admit without prejudicing the 

quality of education.  
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Planning areas and opportunities 

For school place planning purposes, Milton Keynes is divided into the following planning areas: 

¶ North planning area 

¶ North West planning area 

¶ Central planning area 

¶ South planning area 

¶ South West planning area 

¶ South East planning area  

Milton Keynes also accommodates six voluntary aided Catholic schools which attract pupils from 

across the borough and therefore do not sit within any of the planning areas. 

In response to a recommendation from the Department for Education, the number of planning 

areas has been reduced from 15 to 7.  A detailed list of schools included in each planning area can 

be found at Annex G.  

The following analysis of the planning areas shows current and projected supply and demand of 

school places, with opportunities for new provision highlighted.  

Please note: 

¶ The Planned Admission Numbers (PAN) reflect those set in September 2018 and any 

increases in PAN from new schools or expansions are based on estimated timescales as 

detailed earlier in this document. These can be subject to change dependent on external 

factors such as development build out and planning permission. 

¶ The total number of places required is based upon current numbers on roll and projected 

pupil yield from housing that is expected to come forward. The timing and pupil yield from 

new housing is also subject to change. 

¶ Reception year projections are calculated using ONS birth data, projections beyond 2021 

are calculated using periodic ONS birth data trends.   

 
Data Sources 
 

¶ October School Census 2018 

¶ ONS Birth Data 

¶ DfE National Statistics 

¶ MKC 2018/19 Housing Schedule 

¶ 2017 Pupil Yield Survey: Pupil Product Ratio Study ï Milton Keynes Council 2017 

  

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/assets/attach/48286/Pupil%20Yield%20Survey%202017%20FINAL.pdf
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Milton Keynes 

Key Statistics 

 
× 42272 pupils reside and attend 

school in Milton Keynes (excluding 
nursery and post-16) 

× 29 infant schools 

× 11 junior schools 

× 50 primary schools 

× 11 secondary schools 

× 2 all-through school 
× 6 special schools 

× 2 alternative education provisions 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Milton Keynes: Reception Year 
Milton Keynes: Reception Year 

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Number of places available (PAN) 4242 4272 4272 4632 4632 4632 

Total number of places required 3588 3642 3643 3988 4109 4086 

Balance of Places 654 630 629 644 523 546 

Milton Keynes: Year 7 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Number of places available (PAN) 3600 3780 3960 4140 4140 4140 

Total number of places required 3690 3907 4034 4303 4358 4458 

Balance of Places -90 -127 -74 -163 -218 -318 

Primary Sector 

Secondary Sector 

Future developments 

× Both primary and secondary sectors show continued growth up to 2021/2022. 

× Demand for additional secondary school places in particular will grow strongly from 

2019 onwards across the borough. The Local Authority is working with Milton Keynes 

Secondary Heads to release additional places at existing schools where possible to 

avoid an over-supply of places. 
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North Planning Area 

Key Statistics 

 
× 3763 school pupils reside in this 

area (excluding post-16) 
× 6 infant schools 

× 1 junior school 
× 5 primary schools 

× 1 secondary school 
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North Planning Area: Reception Year 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Number of places available (PAN) 395 395 395 455 455 455 

Total number of places required 238 237 254 272 282 284 

Balance of Places 157 158 141 183 173 171 

North Planning Area: Year 7 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Number of places available (PAN) 360 360 360 360 360 360 

Total number of places required 305 345 327 375 380 351 

Balance of Places 55 15 33 -15 -20 9 

Primary Sector 

Secondary Sector 

Future developments 

 
× Tickford Fields ï development site of up to 1200 dwellings at Tickford Fields identified 

within the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan. A site for a new 2FE Primary School has 
been secured within the site. Estimated opening date is September 2022, dependent on 
housing build out. The opening of the school will be managed in line with the progress of 
development on site to ensure that the impact on existing schools in the area is 
minimalised. 
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North West Planning Area 

Key Statistics 

 
× 11125 school pupils reside in this 

area (excluding post-16) 
× 12 infant schools 

× 6 junior schools 

× 9 primary schools 

× 2 secondary schools 
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North West Planning Area: Reception 
Year 

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Number of places available (PAN) 1092 1092 1092 1182 1182 1182 

Total number of places required 955 1019 1021 1130 1191 1218 

Balance of Places 137 73 71 52 -9 -36 

North West Planning Area: Year 7 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Number of places available (PAN) 570 750 930 930 930 930 

Total number of places required 895 931 1010 1100 1169 1237 

Balance of Places -325 -181 -80 -170 -239 -307 

Primary Sector 

Secondary Sector 

Future developments 

 
× Western Expansion Area ï a development of up to 6,600 dwellings which is currently 

underway and set to continue beyond 2030. Two primary schools are already open 
(Whitehouse and Fairfields) with a further two primary schools (estimated opening date 
2022 and 2025) and a secondary school still to open (2020). It is antipated that 6FE of 
the new secondary school will be open in 2020 with the final 6FE open in 2021. 


