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Performance of cities has varied over the last 
century 

Source: Census 1911; Nomis Business Register and Employment Survey 



Big cities are important  



But smaller cities are often more dynamic  

 



In advanced economies the labour market is 
becoming more polarised  



Increasing importance of ‘new work’ 

Change in SMEs by sector, 2008-2014 

Source: Business Structure Database, 2015 



Today the geography of knowledge shows a 
distinct southern bias 



As does the geography of skills 



How does Milton Keynes 
compare? 









Central Milton Keynes as 
a place of work 



More than half of our cities have been 
decentralising 

Source: ONS 2013, Business Structure Database 

Decentralising Centralising 



Milton Keynes has a very strong city centre 
economy… 

Source: ONS2013, Business Structure Database 



…and the city centre is particularly 
attractive to knowledge-based jobs 

Source: ONS 2013, Business Structure Database 
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This means Milton Keynes is an important 
source of high skilled jobs in SEM LEP 

Source: NOMIS (2015). Census 2011 data 
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Businesses per hectare, 
2008 

Average city centre 
business size 2011 

Milton Keynes 4.9 28.1 

Swindon 10.1 22.8 

Swansea 12.3 12.6 

Wakefield 13.5 12.9 

Reading 14.4 18.0 

Newcastle 15.4 16.5 

Brighton 19.5 11.6 

Leeds 25.0 16.4 

Birmingham 30.3 20.5 

Source: ONS 2013, Business Structure Database 

But lack of density could be future 
economic challenge 



High paid, high skilled jobs are increasingly 
locating in dense city centres 



Central Milton Keynes as 
a place to live 



Central Milton Keynes has seen a large 
growth in residents since 2001 

-20

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

City centre (average) Milton Keynes city centre

C
h

an
ge

 in
 r

e
si

d
e

n
ts

 (
%

) Employed

Unemployed

Students

Inactive

75+

Children

Source: NOMIS (2015). Census 2001 and 2011 data 
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And has a high share of young professionals 

Source: NOMIS (2015). Census 2011 data 
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Who work in highly skilled 
professional occupations 
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And live in flats 
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Source: NOMIS (2015). Census 2011 data 
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But residential density is lower than other places 



Which has implications for how people get 
around the city 

0

20

40

60

80

100

City centre (average) Milton Keynes city centre Milton Keynes suburb

On foot

Bicycle

Train

Underground, metro, light rail, tram

Bus, minibus or coach

Driving a car or van

Passenger in a car or van

Motorcycle, scooter or moped

Taxi

Work mainly at or from home

Other method of travel to work

Source: NOMIS (2015). Census 2011 data 



Money raised and money 
spent in the SEM LEP 



Milton Keynes generates most of the tax in 
the sub-region 

Source: Civil Aviation Authority, CLG, DEFRA, DWP, DECC, HMRC, Land Registry, ONS, NOMIS, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Government Statistics and Stats Wales 

 -

 500

 1,000

 1,500

 2,000

 2,500

 3,000

 3,500

Taxes generated in SEMLEP 2013-14 

Capital

Consumption

Land and property

Labour



But spend tends to be more evenly spread 

Source: HM Treasury, PESA CRA Analysis 
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Implications 



Implications 

• Strong city (centre) economy that provides jobs 
for the wider SEM LEP 

 

• Challenge is to build on its strengths to retain 
and attract higher skilled jobs 

 

• Likely to require increased density of the built 
environment, both in terms of commercial and 
residential space in the city centre 
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