Explanatory note: Brickhill Street online bridge engineering feasibility appraisal
In 2019, Milton Keynes Council agreed to undertake a South East MK Transport Study in part1 to
inform the master planning of two strategic allocations (SEMK and South Caldecotte) and the
planning of a smaller allocation (Caldecotte Site C) in the area. To inform master planning, the study
intended to carry out a high-level analysis of options for improving highway connectivity across the
railway line between the A5 and Woburn Sands. This work was intended to be carried out in-house
by the Council.
Soon after commencing work on this aspect of the study, the Council were made aware that the East
West Rail Company were also commencing studies of rail-related infrastructure along the Marston
Vale line in this area, including an assessment of level crossings and what mitigations (e.g. new
bridges or underpasses) may be necessary as part of their project taking into account expected levels
of rail services once the EWR route to Cambridge was implemented and planned growth in the area.
The Council understood that early outputs of this work would be available late summer/early
autumn. Considering this, the Council decided in early 2020 to informally work with the East West
Rail Company and input into their work rather than duplicating efforts. However, by this stage some
draft outputs of the Council’s own work had been produced, namely a highway engineering
feasibility appraisal of an online bridge along Brickhill Street, bridging the existing level crossing. The
piece of work looked discretely at the engineering feasibility of an online bridge option for this
location and did not consider engineering feasibility of alternative routes at this location (e.g. via the
Caldecotte C site), wider issues or opportunities associated with this option, or indeed whether it is
the preferable location for a bridge, or bridges, to improve highway connectivity across the railway to
support growth in the area. As such, it was one discrete component of the work that would have
informed and been accompanied by a wider assessment in due course.
Considering this, it was thought inappropriate to release the draft highway engineering appraisal of
the Brickhill Street online bridge option as it would have been presented in the absence of both a
wider appraisal of the online bridge option and a wider holistic assessment of all other options for
improving highway connectivity across the railway line between the A5 and Woburn Sands that was
expected to be carried out (i.e. how different options compared across a range of criteria or
objectives). However, the Council understand that as local communities are aware of this draft work
it is right and proper to share it, accompanied by an explanation of its status and purpose. To be
clear, it does not represent any project or proposal and forms only a small element of wider work
that is still being carried out. The Council will continue to engage with local stakeholders and others
on these matters and the work of both the Council and the East West Rail Company.
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The study also intended to carry out fresh transport modelling for the area, and to assess a range of local
highway management issues in the area. The transport modelling aspect of the work had to be paused due to
the closure of Cranfield Road (related to the M1 Smart Motorway project) which affected travel patterns, and
has been kept on pause more recently due to Covid-19 related social restrictions also affecting travel patterns.
The assessment of local highway management issues has been shared with stakeholders for feedback and the
Council is considering how best to take the conclusions and recommendations forward.

