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Biodiversity Impact Assessment

Project: South Caldecotte, Milton Keynes

Technical Briefing Note TNO6: Updated Biodiversity Impact
Assessment

Date: 04 September 2020

1. Introduction

1.1. Aspect Ecology was commissioned by Hampton Brook in September 2020 to undertake an
updated Biodiversity Impact Assessment (BIA) for the proposed new strategic employment
development, including nine warehouses, with offices, parking and associated access and
infrastructure at South Caldecotte, Milton Keynes, hereafter referred to as ‘the site’.

2.  Approach and Methodology

Metric and Baseline

2.1. The DEFRA 2.0 Biodiversity Impact Calculation Tool was used to conduct the BIA in accordance
with Policy NE3 of the Milton Keynes Council Plan:MK 2016-2031 which states ‘Development
proposals of 5 or more dwellings or non-residential floorspace in excess of 1,000 sq. m will be
required to use the Defra metric or locally approved Biodiversity Impact Assessment Metric to
demonstrate any loss or gain of biodiversity” [our emphasis].

2.2. The BIA calculation tool requires information on the site pre and post development to determine
any change in ‘biodiversity units’ for ‘Habitat units’ and ‘Hedgerow units’ and ‘River units’.
Where a BIA calculates a net loss in biodiversity, and does not provide an offset compensation
estimate for the re-creation/restoration of habitats off-site, this can be calculated by a suitable
third-party biodiversity offsetting service provider such as the Environment Bank.

2.3. Pre development information used to inform the DEFRA 2.0 Biodiversity Impact Calculation Tool
has been based on the results of the Phase 1 habitat survey set out within Aspect Ecology’s
Ecological Appraisal dated June 2019 and a more recent botanical assessment of grassland fields
F3 and F4 undertaken by Blackstone Ecology (see Aspect Ecology’s Technical Note TN02
Biodiversity Impact Assessment dated 06 July 2020). Whilst an update Phase 1 habitat survey of
the remainder of the site was undertaken in April 2020, no significant changes to the habitats or
their condition was recorded that would necessitate adjustment to the 2019 pre-development
information (see Pre-development Metric Habitat Plan at Annex 5263/2). Post development
information has been taken from the illustrative Master Plan Drg 10-048-01-SGP-XX-OO-DR-A-
1006-P13, to which Aspect Ecology has applied indicative landscaping (see Post-development
Metric Habitat Plan at Annex 5263/3).
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Parameters, Input Updates, and Proxy Inputs

Parameters and Input Updates. The BIA Calculator has been completed following the guidance
set out within ‘The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 (Beta version) auditing and accounting for biodiversity
user guide’ published 29 July 2019 and ‘The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 (Beta version) auditing and
accounting for biodiversity technical supplement’ published 29 July 2019.

A systematic review of the input information, referencing, justifying and discussing the habitat
categories and their condition chosen from the drop-down menus of the BIA calculator, is
provided within Technical Note TNO2 Biodiversity Impact Assessment dated 06 July 2020.
However, the following updates have been made to the BIA which focus on the enhancement
of retained habitats, the potential for which arises under the current scheme due to the
retention of an area in the south-west of the site for archaeological interest:

A-1 Site Habitat Baseline & A-3 Site Habitat Enhancement

e Ref 3 Grassland - Other Neutral Grassland: 2.008ha of this habitat will be retained and
enhanced from ‘'moderate” to ‘good’ condition.

e Ref 4 Grassland - Other Neutral Grassland: 2.9962ha of this habitat will be retained and
enhanced from ‘moderate’ to ‘good’ condition.

e Ref5 Grassland - Modified Grassland: 0.1592ha of this habitat will be retained and enhanced
to "Grassland - Other Neutral Grassland™ of ‘good” condition.

B-1 Site Hedge Baseline & B-3 Site Hedge Enhancement

e Ref 3 Native Hedgerow: 0.1727km of ‘Native hedgerow’ of ‘'moderate condition will be
retained and enhanced to "Native Species-rich Native Hedgerow" in “good" condition.

C-1 Site River Baseline & B-3 Site River Enhancement

o Ref 1 River & Streams (other): 0.29km of this habitat will be retained and enhanced from
“fairly poor” to “good" condition.

Proxy Input. The non-functionality of the DEFRA metric when a habitat of ‘very high
distinctiveness” results in loss and thus the requirement to utilise a proxy input to achieve an
output is discussed in detail within Aspect Ecology’s Technical Note TNO2 Biodiversity Impact
Assessment dated 06 July 2020, specifically in respect of Lowland Meadow. The approach has
been replicated for this BIA.

DEFRA Metric Output

Worksheets from the completed DEFRA 2.0 Biodiversity Impact Assessment Calculation Tool are
provided at Annex 5263/1. The completed calculator can be made available to Milton Keynes

Council on request.

Based on the lllustrative Masterplan and Post-development Metric Habitat Plan at Annex
5263/2, the following net unit/% change in biodiversity would be achieved:

e Total net unit change in Habitat units of -105.71, equating to a % change of -47.97%.
e Total net unit change in Hedgerows units of -5.30, equating to a % change of -22.04%

e Total net unit change in River units of -2.27, equating to a % change of -39.99%.
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4. Consultation with the Environment Bank

4.1. The Environment Bank has been approached to provide a quotation for a biodiversity
compensation scheme to offset the biodiversity impact of the proposals, based on the results of
the metric calculations undertaken in November 2019, July 2020 and September 2020.

4.2. The DEFRA 2.0 Biodiversity Impact Calculation Tool has been provided to the Environment Bank,
who have confirmed they are able to bring forward a scheme exceeding biodiversity units set
out at para. 3.2 above and therefore achieving biodiversity net gain for the proposals. This would
also include a 30 year costed management and monitoring plan and monitoring and oversight
of the offset site over 30 years with reporting to the LPA.

4.3. The biodiversity compensation scheme proposes to target the creation/restoration of grassland
to Lowland Meadow within the Milton Keynes authority, in combination with the enhancement
of a wider mosaic of habitats. The Environment Bank has confirmed a minimum threshold for
the extent of Lowland Meadow creation/restoration can be set, in order to achieve a minimum
33% increase over the calculated Lowland Meadow biodiversity units lost from the site. This
would contribute to the local BAP target to increase Lowland Meadow in Buckinghamshire and
Milton Keynes by 33%.

Annexes:
Annex 5263/1 — Completed BIA Calculator
Annex 5263/2 — 5263/BIA1 Pre-development Metric Habitat Plan

Annex 5263/3 — 5263/BIA2 Post-development Metric Habitat Plan Rev D

Copyright

The copyright of this document remains with Aspect Ecology. All rights reserved. The contents of this
document therefore must not be copied or reproduced in whole or in part for any purpose without the
written consent of Aspect Ecology.

Legal Guidance

The information set out within this report in no way constitutes a legal opinion on the relevant legislation
(refer to the original legislation). The opinion of a legal professional should be sought if further advice is
required.

This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the commissioning client and unless otherwise agreed
in writing by Aspect Ecology, no other party may use, or rely on the contents of the report. No liability is
accepted by Aspect Ecology for any use of this report, other than for the purposes for which it was originally
prepared and provided. No warranty, express or implied, is made as to the advice in this report.

1 Forward to 2020: Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Biodiversity Action Plan
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Annex 5263/1:

Completed BIA Calculator
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Annex 5263/2:

Plan 5263/BIAl — Pre-development Metric Habitat Plan
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Annex 5263/3:

Plan 5263/BIA2 — Post-development Metric Habitat Plan
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