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1. Native Woodland Planting

e New native woodland planting will be
planted throughout the development
together with the Site boundaries. This will help
to break up views of the Site from the wider
landscape.

e Native woodland species will provide
opportunities for wildlife and enhance the
biodiversity of the Site. It will help to extend
the existing wildlife corridors which cross the
Site from the Whaddon Chase area in the
west, through the Site and into Milton Keynes.

e The new native woodland planting will also
respect the visual amenity and setting of the
nearby buildings.

o Typical species planted will reflect those
present within local woodlands and
semi-natural habitats, and those suitable to
soil conditions (calcareous to neutral clay)
including the following key free and shrub

species:
Species Common name
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam
Acer campestre Field Maple
Quercus robur English oak
Prunus avium Wild cherry
Malus sylvestris Crab apple
Salix caprea Goat willow
Virburnum opulus Guelder rose
Crataegus laevigata Hawthorn, midland
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn
Corylus avellana Hazel
Ulmus sp. EIm (disease resistant)

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
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wildlife corridors across the Site.

5. Existing Landscape Framework

Across the Site, effort has been made within the scheme design to retain the vast majority of existing
hedgerows and woodland belts. Removals will only take place to facilitate access onto Site. The retained
vegetation, especially along Weasel Lane, will provide a setting for the new homes and maintain the existing

/) Site-wide management and enhancement of remnant woodland habitats and the retained hedgerow
network will be implemented as part of the Scheme. This will include eradication of invasive non-native

species (e.g. variegated yellow archangel and hybrid bluebell), franslocation of ground flora/woody features
from impacted woodland/hedgerows, the direct aiding of dispersal of certain ground flora (e.g. native
bluebell), sensitive coppicing/management of understory and hedgerows, sowing/planting of native ground
flora to species-poor areas and appropriate fencing/protection of sensitive areas from recreational impacts.
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4. New Public Parks

Trees and shrubs:
Hornbeam - Carpinus betulus

Silver birch - Betula pendula
Hazel - Corylus avellana

Hawthorn - Crategus monogyna
Dogwood - Cornus sanguinea
Field Maple - Acer Campestre
Wayfaring tree - Viburnum lantana
Guelder rose - Virburnum opulus

Wildflower grassland:

Emorsgate's "EM4"” &/or "EMé" meadow mixtures
or similar and approved, to include:

Common Knapweed - Cenfaurea nigra

Lady's Bedstraw - Galium verum

Oxeye Daisy - Leucanthemum vulgare

Birdsfoot Trefoil - Lofus corniculatus

Cowslip - Primula veris

Yellow Rattle - Rhinanthus minor

Hedgerows
Hawthorn midland - Crafaegus laevigata

Blackthorn - Prunus spinosa
Field rose - Rosa arvensis
Hazel - Corylus avellana
Hornbeam - Carpinus betulus
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A range of attractive, accessible and linked open spaces will be provided across the Site, incorporating formal and informal
play and recreation spaces. These will include various linear parks running through the Site, wrapping around the western and
northern boundary, and through the centre of the Site. There will also be a new district park located through the centre of the
Site and along the southern boundary. This will include NEAPs, LEAPs, MUGAs, outdoor sports facilities, incidental open space
within residential development parcels, a community allotment and a community orchard. There is also an opportunity to
provide trim trail stations at regular intervals throughout the generous open space on Site. The SuDS features on Site will be
incorporated into these spaces to provide visual interest and biodiversity benefits.

\ Planting within these parks and open spaces will be informed by the ecological surveys to provide high quality wildlife habitat
together with an amenity benefit. Species will include predominantly native species with some more ornamental species in
the smaller scale spaces within the residential blocks:
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. Sustainable Drainage and Wildlife
Ponds and Black Poplar Planting

Sustainable Drainage Systems are incorporated into the strategy
in order to allow run-off water to attenuate on Site before being
released slowly into the existing watercourses. These basins will be
designed to maximise benefits for biodiversity as well as to create
atftractive and varied landscaping. Those basins which remain dry
for much of the year will be sown with a wildflower seed
appropriate to chalky and/or clayey soils (Emorsgate's "EM4" &
“EM6™ meadow mixtures, or similar and approved) to establish
species-rich grassland.

The remainder of these basins will be sown with wet grassland
seed (Emorsgate's “EM8"” &/or "EM 11" wet meadow mixtures, or
similar and approved) to establish species-rich wet grassiand . In
all instances, and importantly, nutrient rich topsoil will not be
added prior to sowing of wildflower seed to ensure optimum
low-nutrient growing conditions for the establishment of
species-rich semi-natural grassland. Following initial establishment
with more intensive management, long-term management of
grassland within basins will comprise a standard nature
conservation cut, with all arisings removed to maintain
low-nutrient growing conditions.

A proportion of the basins, principally along the north west and
along the southern boundary of the Site, will be designed to
incorporate 'micro-pools' to serve as a network of wildlife ponds
integrated into the SuDS design.
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These 'micropools' are effectively central areas of the basins /.
which are 'over dug' beyond their required drainage capacity in
order fo provide permanently wet waterbodies. These areas
would be lined, either with naturally occurring clay horizons or with
an installed artificial liner, and would provide substantive benefits
for amphibian and other local wildlife. Furthermore, the ponds
and surrounding grassland would ensure any mitigation measures
in respect of great crested newt Triturus cristatus would be
integrated into the scheme.
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Off-line from SuDS features, six dedicated wildlife ponds will be

ORCHARD TREE

created, to the northwest and southeast of the Site. These ponds

are located in low-lying areas of the Site, close to important
amphibian populations within informal open spaces. These water

WOODLAND MIX

bodies will be formed through the use of site-won or imported

puddling clay to create permeant natural features in the

NATIVE HEDGE PLANTING

landscape. Natural colonisation of aquatic plants will be

favoured, although some infroduction of oxygenating and
floating native species may be necessary to improve water
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ORNAMENTAL SHRUB / HERBACEOUS /
ORNAMENTAL GRASS PLANTING

guality and prevent drying, respectively.

Three former field ponds which have silted up / scrubbed over will
also be restored through excavation of silt and careful removal of

WILDFLOWER MEADOW MIX

vegetation subject to tree protection measures. These small ponds
will be allowed to colonise naturally with remnant aquatic
seedbank.

Finally, in association with wetland features, locally grown native
black poplar Poplus nigra ssp betufolia, one the UK's rarest frees,

AMENITY GRASS

LONGER GRASS

will be planted. Plants will be sourced via the National Black
Poplar Conservation Group, which is coordinated by AVDC. Other
native wetland tree species will also be planted, such as grey

PLAY AREAS - LEAP

willow Salix cinerea, goat willow Salix caprea, osier Salix viminalis,

alder Alnus glutinosa, downy birch Betulus pubescens and guelder

PLAY AREAS - NEAP

rose Viburnum opulus.

PLAY AREAS - MUGA

PLAY AREAS - SKATEPARK
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3. Play Areas

A large area of public space is provide to the south of Weasel
Lane, which includes several sports pitches, a cricket pitch, a
Neighbouhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP), a Multi-Use Games
Area (MUGA) and a Locally Equipped Area of Play (LEAP). This
central area of public open space provides a key focal point to
the development and provides new areas for formal and informal
recreation for prospective residents of the new development

and existing residents of Milton Keynes. There are also several
further MUGASs, NEAPs and LEAPs located in key areas of open
space within the development.

LEAPs will provide play opportunities mainly aimed at children (up
to 8 years old) with a range of equipment for play experiences.
NEAPs will be provided at key central locations on the Site. These
will have dedicated areas to cater for both older children (8-16
years of age), and younger children (2-8 years of age). They will
provide a range of play experiences with an emphasis on
adventurous, challenging, and imaginative play elements. These
will include elements of natural play such as mounding, boulders,
tree tfrunks and tunnels. New MUGAs will be large enough to
accommodate a wide range of outdoor games suitable for use
by older children and adults.
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