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[bookmark: _Hlk197438188]Right turn closure V6 Grafton Street, (between H3/H4) - Road safety scheme
On 20 October 2025 the Council uploaded a proposal onto the Councils website for a road safety scheme on the V6 between H3 and H4 roundabouts.

Start:	20 October 2025
End:	17 November 2025
Period:	28 days
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Representations (Response received) 
The Council received 10 representations during statutory consultation (as shown in Annex A to this report.
04 objections to the proposals


0 in support of the proposals

04 commented on the proposals.

Objections (In summary) 
Below is a summary of the reasons why 4 representatives objected to the road safety scheme:
	1
	The representative opposes the proposed junction changes, arguing that the right-turn closure as it would cause increased congestion at the Bancroft Roundabout and on Loughton Road. They also suggest the band turn would also increase journey times. The resident expressed support for a 50mph limit along the V6 only and thinks this would address the safety concerns and not cause congestion as has happened around the right turn closure between Great Holm and Two Mile Ash.

	2
	The representative disagrees with banning right turns into the V6 from Rawlins Road, stating it would force drivers to take a longer detour and is based on a generalised policy rather than any evidence of safety issues at this location. Additionally, they suggest:
· This specific proposal appears to be based on a generalised policy rather than any evidence of safety issues at this location     
· The removal of the central reservation would be a disproportionate response and would not align with DfT principles for evidence-led safety interventions.
· Removing the right-turn facility from Rawlins Road does not eliminate risk; it shifts it elsewhere.

	3
	The representative objects to the proposed changes on the following grounds: 
The data does not support the proposal
This will push more traffic through Bradwell, in particular the 30 mph Loughton Road.
The consultation page on the website is misleading, likely does not meet the legal standards, and certainly doesn't meet the standards Milton Keynes Council has.
As a resident of Bradwell Village I'd like to strongly object to this proposal, on the grounds that the data does not support a need for this change, that this will create a danger within Bradwell, particularly by the two schools, and that the consultation on the website is misleading.



	4
	A Local Councillor raised objections on behalf of residents who felt the proposed right-turn closure on V6 Grafton Street. Many argued it would worsen congestion at Bancroft Roundabout and Loughton Road, increase journey times, and suggested lowering the V6 speed limit as a better alternative. Several felt the proposal lacked site-specific evidence, was disproportionate, and would shift risk rather than reduce it. Objections also highlighted that collision data shows only a few slight incidents over five years, ranking the junction low in priority, and criticized the consultation process as misleading. Concerns were expressed about traffic being diverted through Bradwell Village, particularly along Loughton Road, increasing risks for schoolchildren near two local schools. Finally, residents questioned changes to the consultation webpage and the absence of clear communication on speed limit proposals and traffic impact assessments.



Officer Recommendations
The proposed measures are intended as a preventive intervention to address potential safety risks at the junction of V6 Grafton Street and Rawlins Road. While current collision data does not indicate a high-priority site, the Council recognises that proactive steps can help avoid future incidents and maintain network safety standards. 

The Council acknowledges concerns raised during the consultation, particularly those highlighted by the Local Councillor on behalf of residents. In response, the Council confirms the speed limit proposal will be subject to a separate statutory process, allowing residents to comment fully. Traffic and safety impacts will be monitored post-implementation, and if evidence shows unintended consequences, further mitigation will be considered. 
Next steps
· Progress with revised layout (removing right turn out of Rawlins Road)
· Go to statutory consultation on the proposed 50mph speed limit


List of annexes
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Annex B – V6 Grafton Street (between H3/H4) - Road safety scheme
ANNEX A
Representations
	
	Representative
	Received
	Comments/Objection

	1
	Member of the Public
	22-10-2025
	Comment  
I am concerned that any closure of cross point will lead to more incidents with too high volume of traffic needing to move quickly to right hand lane to go around the roundabout. Will furthermore will add to congestion within Bradwell Village with vehicles using alternative exits. 
It is my opinion the biggest cause of concern is the speed vehicles use along Grafton Street. I would welcome a reduction of speed to 40 mph


	2
	Member of the Public
	22-10-2025
	Comment 
We live on Hampson Close, off Rawlins Road and use Grafton Street in both directions on a daily basis.
The right turn onto Grafton Street from Rawlins Road is useful to avoid having to go around the roundabout, but is is highly dangerous. Both of us have had near crashes trying to cross over to Heelands mainly due to drivers failing to indicate (and driving at illegal speed on the dual carriage way). Visibility is not always good either and cars don't always position themselves correctly to allow for safe passage.

Our only concern with the proposed new system is that it would force drivers wanting to cross from Rawlins Road to Heelands/Grafton Street to drive around the nearer roundabout i.e. the Bancroft roundabout. This roundabout is already extremely busy so this would bring even more traffic and higher congestion (this roundabout also feeds from the near/larger Abbey Hill roundabout).


	3
	Member of the Public
	22-10-2025
	Comment 
My point of view about this is before closing the right turn you should implement 50 mph speed limit and a speed camera on the footbridge between Bradwell village and Heelands and that should slow down the traffic and obviously more time to cross the road.


	4
	Member of the Public
	24-10-2025
	Objection
I disagree with the right turn closure out of Bradwell. It will mean a lot of traffic going left to the H3 roundabout which is already congested at key points of the day. It will also mean more traffic going through Loughton Road in the village. I use that right turn route every morning and other routes take significantly more time due to morning traffic. 

I would support a 50mph along the V6 as I think the 70mph is unnecessary and would fit with most other parts of the V6 around the area which are speed limited. I think this would address the safety concerns, and not cause congestion as has happened around the right turn closure between Great Holm and Two Mile Ash.




















	5
	Member of the Public
	07-11-2025
	Objection 
1. Introduction
I am writing to object to Milton Keynes Council’s proposal to remove the central reservation that enables vehicles to turn right from Rawlins Road, Bradwell Village, onto Grafton Street (V6).
We have lived in Bradwell for over 20 years and both use this exit most days for our work commute and school run. We also regularly use it to access Heelands Local Centre, which is our nearest hub for shops and services. The junction sits at the crest of a gentle incline, providing clear visibility in both directions, and during periods of heavier traffic, drivers are typically courteous and allow vehicles to pass through safely.
Without the existing central reservation, our household alone would incur at least an additional 260 miles of travel per year, and when multiplied by the number of driving residents in Bradwell Village, this would amount to many thousands of unnecessary miles annually. We do not feel there is justification for the proposal, the disruption any associated roadworks would cause, or the permanent frustration that would result from an unnecessary change to a junction that has operated safely for decades.
While we understand and support the council’s intention to improve road safety, this specific proposal appears to be based on a generalised policy rather than any evidence of safety issues at this location.
2. Local Context and Existing Safety Record
The junction between Rawlins Road and Grafton Street (V6) serves as a key access and exit point for residents of Bradwell Village.
The turning movement onto Grafton Street is well established, with good sightlines in both directions and low turning speeds due to the junction geometry.
A review of local incident data (as available through the Department for Transport’s STATS19 database and public road safety maps) shows no record of serious collisions at this junction in recent years. Local residents report that this right turn has operated safely for decades, with no observable pattern of near-misses or injury accidents.
In the absence of such evidence, the removal of the central reservation would be a disproportionate response and would not align with DfT principles for evidence-led safety interventions.
3. Displacement of Traffic and Increased Journey Lengths
Eliminating the right turn from Rawlins Road forces all traffic to turn left, travel south on Grafton Street to the Monks Street (H3) roundabout, and then return north — a detour of approximately 0.5 miles each way.
This diversion may appear minor for an individual trip but, across hundreds of daily movements by residents, visitors, delivery vehicles, and service providers, it results in:
· Thousands of additional vehicle miles each year;
· Increased congestion at the H3 Monks Way/Grafton Street roundabout, which is already heavily trafficked at peak times;
· Higher fuel consumption and emissions, undermining the council’s Sustainability and Climate Action Plan and its Net Zero 2030 objectives;
· Greater driver frustration and reduced overall network efficiency.
In short, a small local restriction causes a much wider traffic and environmental impact.
4. Risk Displacement Rather Than Risk Reduction
Removing the right-turn facility from Rawlins Road does not eliminate risk; it shifts it elsewhere. Drivers attempting to avoid the detour may:
· Attempt unsafe U-turns at nearby junctions or gaps;
· Use less suitable residential routes through Bradwell Village or adjacent estates to rejoin Grafton Street northbound;
· Increase right-turning and merging movements at already busy roundabouts.
These behaviours collectively raise overall system risk, rather than reducing it.





5. Impact on Residents and Accessibility
The right-turn access onto Grafton Street is a key feature of Bradwell Village’s connectivity. Its removal would:

· Impair convenient access to shops, schools, and workplaces to the north of the estate;
· Disproportionately affect elderly and less mobile residents who depend on short, direct routes;
· Potentially delay emergency response times by restricting route flexibility for local services.

This conflicts with Milton Keynes’ broader goals for connected communities and 15-minute neighbourhoods under its Local Transport Plan.

6. Proportionate and Targeted Alternatives
If the council has specific safety concerns about the Rawlins Road junction, more proportionate measures could be considered, such as:

· Enhanced signage warning of turning traffic on Grafton Street;
· A protected right-turn refuge or improved road markings within the existing central reservation;
· Speed management or improved lighting to reinforce safe approach behaviour;
· Periodic monitoring of collision data before and after any intervention.
· Consistent use of right-of-way for central reservations across the city; inbound traffic to Bradwell has right-of-way from the H3 to Colley Hill, whereas right-turning outbound traffic from Bradwell has right-of-way to the V6 for instance.

These alternatives would maintain accessibility while addressing any genuine safety risks in a measured, evidence-based way.

7. Conclusion
The removal of the central reservation allowing right turns from Rawlins Road onto Grafton Street (V6) is not supported by local collision evidence and appears inconsistent with Milton Keynes’ commitments to sustainability, connectivity, and balanced transport planning.

This action would likely increase journey lengths, congestion, and emissions, while offering little or no demonstrable safety improvement.

Accordingly, I respectfully request that Milton Keynes Council:

1. Reconsiders the proposed removal of the central reservation at this junction;
1. Conducts a site-specific safety assessment supported by actual STATS19 collision data;
1. Evaluates environmental and traffic impacts arising from forced detours;
1. Consults with Bradwell Village residents before implementing any changes.

A proportionate, evidence-led approach would achieve both safety and accessibility without compromising the wider sustainability and transport efficiency goals of the city.








	6
	Member of the Public
	10-11-2025
	Comments 
Thanks for the opportunity to comment on the proposals to close the central reserve gap at the junction of V6 Grafton Street and Rawlins Road, Bradwell. Please see my comments and questions below:
The proposed gap closure will require road users currently able to turn right from Rawlins Road to turn left and negotiate Bancroft Roundabout to travel south on Grafton Street or access the local centre at Heelands. Bancroft Roundabout is very busy at peak periods (particularly the pm peak) and traffic regularly queues back up Grafton Street and often across the junction with Rawlins Road. Currently, it is usually possible to find a gap in the queueing traffic to turn right out of Rawlins Road onto Grafton Street. Closing the central reserve gap will put more pressure on Bancroft Roundabout and also potentially result in some road users wanting to travel south on Grafton Street or access Heelands choosing to travel through Bradwell Village along Loughton Road towards H4 Dansteed Way: this could result in more traffic through Bradwell Village and place more pressure on the Danstead Way / Loughton Road / Deltic Avenue junction and Rooksley Roundabout.
It should also be noted that the level of traffic approaching Bancroft Roundabout already results in a proportion of road users cutting through Rawlins Road and Colley Hill to Monks Way and closing the central reserve at Rawlins Road could make this even worse.
Have the traffic impacts of closing the central reserve gap on both the adjacent grid road network and Bradwell Village been fully assessed. Have any other mitigation measures, such as providing additional traffic calming or introducing a 20mph zone in Bradwell Village been considered?
It appears that there have been 2 recorded personal injury collisions at the junction of Grafton Street and Rawlins Road during the past 5 years (one resulting in serious injury and one resulting in serious injury). It isn’t clear if these collisions involved northbound or southbound traffic on Grafton Street. Are you able to provide more details of the traffic flows and turning movements involved in these collisions and whether the proposed gap closure would prevent such collisions? It should also be noted that 9 collisions (all slight injury) were recorded at Bancroft Roundabout during the same period which indicates an existing safety issue at the roundabout.
In my personal experience, the biggest issues at this junction are inappropriate vehicle speeds on Grafton Street (particularly northbound) combined with reduced visibility to the south from Rawlins Road and to the north from the central reserve gap. The visibility form Rawlins Road appears to be restricted by the vertical profile of the verge while visibility to the south from the central reserve gap is partially obscured by vegetation within the central reserve. Have any other options been considered that could improve safety at this junction while limiting the impact on the Bradwell Village residential area and the adjacent wider grid road network, such as lowering the speed limit on Grafton Street between Rooksley and Bancroft roundabouts and improving junction visibility by reprofiling the verge and removing vegetation?





















	7
	Member of the Public
	16-11-2025
	Objection 
As a resident of Bradwell Village I'd like to strongly object to this proposal, on the grounds that the data does not support a need for this change, that this will create a danger within Bradwell, particularly by the two schools, and that the consultation on the website is misleading.
The data does not support this
The independent data ranks the two parts of the junction as priority number 225 and 59 out of 257. Digging into this data, the case for banning the right turn is even more flimsy. 3 slight collisions over 5 years including right turn vehicles, and these could well have been the turn into off the V6 into Heelands, which is not proposed to be closed. 
So this is not a priority, there have only been 3 slight crashes, and they may not even have been from this particular right turn.
This will push more traffic through Bradwell, in particular the 30 mph Loughton Road.
This has not been considered by the data and does not appear to have been considered by the planning officer. If people want to exit Bradwell and turn right, they will not go to the roundabout and turn around, as the quickest route for many people at this end of the estate would be to drive through Bradwell on Loughton Road to exit onto the V4 and turn right there. This is a major crossing point with children walking to both Priory Common and Bradwell Village School. More cars going through the estate at rush hour will put more cars onto estate roads, and endanger children's lives on the way to and from school. As a parent of two primary aged school kids who often need to cross Loughton Road, this really worries me.
Have the schools been consulted on this? And if not their views and the views of parents and governors should be sought proactively.
Finally - the consultation page on the website is misleading, likely does not meet the legal standards, and certainly doesn't meet the standards Milton Keynes Council has.
This has been a botched consultation for several reasons:

1. The consultation page has changed throughout, which means that you haven't given people proper time to respond. For instance when I looked a couple of weeks ago there was no mention of a 50 mph speed limit. This has now been added. How many responses were received before this? This needs to be fully consulted on separately for the right amount of time.
1. The consultation makes the claim that....
the section of V6 Grafton Street under consultation scored highly in the most critical categories, particularly due to frequent collisions involving right turns and high vehicle speeds.
1. It scored joint 40th with 56 other junctions for collisions (a score of 0.45). Unless you are taking action on all 96 of these junctions this is not high
1. There have been three minor collisions over the last five years. Calling this frequent is misleading when you could have just said the number, and likely has the effect of putting people off responding
1. The section of the road is just coming out of a roundabout (0.2 miles), which is often a "standing start" due to the frequent queues at this roundabout. Cars have rarely reached a high speed at this point.
1. There has not been an impact assessment carried out in Bradwell estate, as the unintended likely side effect as per my earlier point
1. You do not appear to have considered the impact that closing the right turn off the V6 into Heelands might have had, which could potentially have the same impact without offsetting traffic into an estate.
Ultimately this is a misguided attempt, not backed up by data, that has the potential to make Bradwell more dangerous. The consultation has been poorly carried out and would likely fail a legal challenge should it be brought, which shouldn't be assumed that this wouldn't happen. 







	8
	Councillor
	17-11-2025
	Objection
Residents have raised serious concerns about existing safety conditions at the junction. They describe vehicles travelling at very high speeds from the H3 roundabout, limited visibility caused by larger vehicles queueing on the central island, and several near misses. Some residents who have experienced collisions at this location have emphasised how dangerous it already feels.
At the same time, many residents are strongly opposed to the proposal due to the likely impact on Bradwell Village. There is a consistent view that removing the right turn would divert more traffic through the estate, in particular along Loughton Road, which is a key walking route for children travelling to Priory Common and Bradwell Village School. Parents fear that added peak time traffic would increase the risk to pupils around school start and finish times.
A number of residents have also questioned the evidence behind the proposal. Points raised include the low number of recorded slight collisions linked to right turning vehicles, the ranking of the junction compared with many others across the city, and whether the turn into Heelands has been considered separately. Several people feel the available data does not support prioritising this change.
Comments have also been made about the consultation process. Residents note that information on the consultation webpage changed during the process, which some felt could have affected responses. Others have said that the likely displacement of traffic into Bradwell was not sufficiently assessed and that the potential impact on the two local schools should have been a central consideration.
These are the themes and specific concerns that residents have asked me to pass on as part of the consultation.
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