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What is a Highways Authority?
The Department for Transport (DfT) sets the overarching national transport policy and funding for the UK. The DfT delegate certain legal powers and duties to Highway Authorities to maintain and manage local roads. 
In Milton Keynes, the role of the Highway Authority is carried out by a team within Milton Keynes City Council.
Highway Authorities may only carry out works on publicly owned (adopted) roads using money from the public purse which is government funding or council tax.
The legislation that covers all the responsibilities of Highway Authorities is the Highways Act 1980.

Key Responsibilities of a Highway Authority
1. Maintenance of highways
· Keep roads, pavements, and verges in a safe and usable condition
· Repair potholes, resurface roads, maintain drainage, lighting, and signage
· Carry out inspections to identify defects
2. Management of the highway network
· Ensure the network works efficiently for all users (vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists)
· Implement traffic management measures (e.g. signals, road markings, speed limits)
· Advise and support other agencies like the police or event organisers if neccessary
3. Highway safety
· Identify and address accident “hotspots”
· Install safety features such as crossings, barriers, and speed controls
· Support road safety initiatives
· Respond to emergencies
4. Control of street works and roadworks (covered under the New Roads and Streetworks Act 1991)
· Coordinate works by utility companies (water, gas, broadband etc.)
· Issue permits/licences for works on the highway
· Minimise disruption to traffic and communities
5. Planning and development
· Act as a statutory consultee in planning applications
· Assess the impact of new developments on roads and transport
· Secure contributions from developers for road improvements (e.g. Section 38 / Section 278 agreements)
7. Adoption of new roads
· Decide whether newly built roads (e.g. on housing estates) become publicly maintained highways
8. Enforcement and legal powers
· Remove obstructions from roads
· Address illegal signage, skips, or scaffolding
· Act if there are dangerous structures or hazards affecting the highway
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